Minutes of Grandborough Parish Council Annual Parish Meeting 
Held on 23rd May 2023 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall
Present: Cllr McArthur, Cllr Jackson, Cllr Davies
	3 members of the public
	Clerk: Lindsay Foster
Cllr Davies nominated Cllr Jackson to chair the meeting agreed by all.
APM 1.		Apologies
R Lee
APM2.		Approval of Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting 2022
Approved by all present
APM 3.		Matters arising from the minutes
APM 4.		Report from Borough Councillor
Not present.
APM 5.		Report from County Councillor
No report provided
APM 6.		Report from other bodies
Grandborough Charity Trust Report
The small charity was formed in 19th century using legacies. There are 5 trustees and a clerk to the charity. Interest on capital is used to provide awards. Awards are typically small between £30 to £100. If interest on capital is not spent it is set aside in emergency fund. An additional hamper was provided at Christmas. The charity would like assistance to promote the fund and be mentioned in a newsletter.
APM 7.		Report from Chairman of the Parish Council
Street Lighting
Two of the rustic yellow light emitting street lamps in the village have been 
replaced with LED lights. These two lamps are sited on The Lane and at the junction of Church Road and Sawbridge Road.  These LED lamps will be more efficient, and require less maintenance, than the old lamps.  

Npower have replaced Eon as the supplier of electricity for street lighting.

Warwickshire County Council have been given the contract for maintenance of the twelve street lights in the parish.  There is a significant saving by moving away from Eon for this maintenance. 

Defibrillator
The cabinet that houses the defibrillator at Grandborough Village Hall has required attention over the past few months.  A faulty heater in the cabinet was causing the electric circuit it was plugged into, in the village hall, to trip out.  This element was replaced and cured the circuit tripping out problem but then a month later the light in the cabinet wasn’t working when the regular monthly inspection was carried out by the parish council. This has now been rectified with a ‘slow blow’ fuse in the cabinet.
The defibrillator is registered with The Circuit initiative set up by The British Heart Foundation.

Grass cutting contract and Lengthsman Scheme
At the beginning of October, the Parish Council were notified by the company who had the grass cutting contract, and the Lengthsman scheme contract for the village, that they were terminating both contracts a month early.  
Countrywide Grounds Maintenance were able to cover one last cut of the year, in late October, at very short notice.
A new contractor has been appointed for cutting the grass around village for 2023.
Tim Williams has been appointed to the role of Lengthsman for the village.  He will undertake the tasks previously carried out on the Lengthsman’s contract plus any ad hoc tasks that arise.

Village Hall Trustees
Thanks go to the two incumbent Village Hall Trustees nominated by the Parish Council, Joe Harris and Chris Barfield. Joe and Chris had agreed to an extended term of office and both will now be stepping down in May 2023.  The Parish Council really appreciate the extra two years served by Joe and Chris.   Jayne Gray and Richard Lee will be the two new Parish Council nominated trustees of the village hall for a term of office of four years.


Hedge cutting and tree lopping
In December 2022 hedge cutting and tree lopping was carried around the village.  Thanks got to Jeff Clarke who arranged, free of charge, the cutting of the hedge around the village hall field.

Precept budget 
A precept of £6650 was approved by councillors for 2023 – 2024. This is an increase of £350 on the 2022-2023 precept.

Car Park on land opposite the village hall
With approval of the development of 9 houses on the land just inside the old entrance to Grange Farm on Sawbridge Road, provision was included to create a small car park for the village hall on the piece of land opposite the village hall.  With the development now complete the car park should be ready for use once the dropped kerb had been put in place, and no later than the seventh property on the development being occupied. 

Litter pickers
Thanks go to those members of the community who litter pick while they walk the roads and paths of the parish.

Shoulder of Mutton
The five year listing of the Shoulder of Mutton public house as an asset of community value, with Rugby Borough Council, expired in early 2022.  The Parish Council made a successful submission to Rugby Borough Council and The Shoulder of Mutton was added back onto the listing in December 2022 for another five years.

Methodist Chapel
The Methodist Chapel on Church Road ceased to be used as a place of worship in 2022 and was subsequently put up for sale.  Latest news is two offers, both from local residents, have been received by the agent handling the sale of the chapel.

Hill Road + Church Road
Some work has been carried out on the stretch of Hill Road at the sharp bend close to Grandborough village to rectify the deep drop off that had arisen at the edge of the carriageway.  Along with the stretch of Church Road from Sawbridge Road to the corner by The Poplars, Warwickshire Highways have added the stretch of road either side of the sharp bend on Hill Road to the list of resurfacing work to be scheduled in the future.

Telephone box
The telephone box on Main Street is in need of refurbishment.  Thanks go to a local resident, Phill Davis, who has volunteered to carry out the work free of charge.  The Parish Council will provide the necessary materials for the work.

Two new benches
Two of the benches in the village, one on the verge outside the church and one by the bus shelter, had fallen into disrepair.  An application for a grant to help with the replacement of these two benches was made to The Wigley Community Fund who are based in Stockton.  Our application was successful and the two new benches are now in place.

Village Planters
Thanks go to those who tend and look after the planters in the village.  Special thanks go to Charmaine Williams, Val Timms and Janet Clarke who completely replanted the planter at the junction of Church Road and Main Street.

Grandborough Trust
Every four years the Parish Council nominate a parishioner to serve as a member of the committee that administers the Grandborough Trust.  The Parish Council are grateful to Tracy Pawsey who has agreed to be chair of Grandborough Trust for a further four years. 

Finally, The Chair would like to thank fellow Councillors and the Clerk for their time and contribution over the past 12 months.

APM 8.		Open forum
Meeting closed 19.49
